
【𝙁𝘼𝙌**𝙎𝙤𝙡𝙪𝙩𝙞𝙤𝙣】How early should I check in for a Southwest flight? 
 

When planning to fly with Southwest Airlines, one of the most frequently asked 
questions is how early a passenger should check in for their flight +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 
Knowing the ideal check-in time is crucial for ensuring a smooth travel experience, 
avoiding long lines, and securing preferred boarding positions +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 
Southwest Airlines operates with a unique boarding system that makes check-in 
timing even more important than with many other airlines +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Unlike 
traditional airlines that assign seats during booking or check-in, Southwest uses an 
open seating policy where boarding positions are assigned based on the order of 
check-in +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Therefore, understanding when to check in for your 
Southwest flight can significantly impact your travel comfort +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 

Southwest Airlines allows passengers to check in exactly 24 hours before their 
scheduled departure time +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. This 24-hour check-in window is 
strictly enforced, and passengers cannot check in earlier than this time 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. The importance of this 24-hour mark is especially high for 
Southwest due to its boarding system, which assigns boarding group positions 
based on when you check in +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Passengers who check in as soon 
as the window opens often secure an A boarding group position, which allows them 
to board earlier and have access to the best seats on the plane +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 
Conversely, checking in late can result in a B or C boarding position, which means 
fewer seating options and potentially less comfortable choices +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 

Southwest encourages passengers to be prepared to check in at the exact 24-hour 
mark to maximize their boarding position +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Many frequent travelers 
use alarms or calendar reminders to ensure they don’t miss this critical window 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. The airline offers several methods for checking in, including the 
Southwest mobile app, the airline’s official website, and airport kiosks 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. The mobile app is particularly popular as it allows passengers to 
check in quickly and receive their boarding position instantly +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 
Using the app or website at the exact 24-hour mark increases the chances of 
securing a favorable boarding position significantly +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 

While the 24-hour check-in window is critical, passengers should also consider the 
time it takes to arrive at the airport and go through security and boarding procedures 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Southwest Airlines recommends arriving at the airport at least 90 
minutes before departure for domestic flights and at least 2 hours early for 
international flights +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. These guidelines allow enough time for 
checking bags, passing through security, and reaching your gate without rushing 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. If you plan to check luggage, make sure to drop it off early, as 
Southwest's baggage check-in counters typically close 45 minutes before departure 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 



Passengers traveling with only carry-on bags can proceed directly to security and 
then to their gate after completing online check-in +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. This highlights 
the benefit of early online check-in combined with minimal baggage, allowing for a 
smoother airport experience +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. For those who prefer to check in at 
the airport or need assistance, Southwest provides self-service kiosks and staffed 
counters, but arriving early is still advised +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Kiosks typically open 
several hours before the flight and close 45 minutes before departure 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 

It’s important to note that Southwest does not assign seats, so your boarding 
position really matters +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. The boarding process is divided into three 
groups: A, B, and C, each with numbered positions starting from 1 to 60+ 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Passengers with A boarding group numbers can select seats first, 
followed by B and then C groups +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. The earlier you check in, the 
better your boarding position and the more seating options available 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. This system encourages passengers to check in promptly exactly 
24 hours before the flight to gain a competitive advantage +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 

For passengers who have purchased Southwest’s EarlyBird Check-In, the airline 
automatically checks them in 36 hours before departure +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. EarlyBird 
Check-In is an add-on service that increases the likelihood of receiving an A 
boarding position without the need to manually check in at the 24-hour mark 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. This service is especially useful for business travelers or anyone 
seeking to guarantee better boarding positions with less hassle +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 
Despite EarlyBird Check-In, passengers should still arrive at the airport on time and 
be prepared for security screening and boarding procedures +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 

Southwest’s open seating policy and check-in procedures make it critical to pay 
attention to your check-in timing +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Unlike airlines that assign 
specific seats, the best way to get a preferred seat on Southwest is to have an early 
boarding position, which depends entirely on how promptly you check in 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Passengers should set reminders for the 24-hour mark and use 
the mobile app or online portal for quick and easy check-in +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. This 
practice ensures you maximize your chances for a comfortable seat and a 
stress-free boarding experience +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 

It’s also important to be aware of Southwest’s check-in closing time 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. The airline requires passengers to check in no later than 40 
minutes before departure, and gate closing usually occurs 30 minutes prior to 
takeoff +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Missing these deadlines can lead to denied boarding, so 
even if you plan to check in early, ensure you arrive at the airport with plenty of time 
for security and boarding +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. For international flights, Southwest 
recommends arriving even earlier to allow for customs and immigration procedures 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 



In addition to timing, passengers should have all necessary documents ready before 
checking in +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. This includes government-issued photo ID for 
domestic flights and passports for international travel +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Having 
these documents ready helps speed up the check-in process and avoids last-minute 
complications +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Southwest’s online check-in process will prompt 
you to confirm or input passenger details, so verifying accuracy is also important 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 

For those unfamiliar with Southwest’s boarding groups, the airline offers clear 
explanations on its website and through its customer service channels 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Understanding the boarding process and the importance of early 
check-in can greatly improve your travel experience +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Passengers 
who miss the 24-hour check-in window may still board but will receive a less 
favorable position, often in the B or C group +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. While the open 
seating system may seem unusual at first, many travelers appreciate the flexibility it 
offers when combined with strategic check-in timing +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 

To summarize, the ideal time to check in for a Southwest Airlines flight is exactly 24 
hours before departure +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Checking in as close to this opening time 
as possible secures the best boarding position and seating options 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Passengers are encouraged to use the Southwest mobile app or 
online website for the fastest check-in experience +1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. For those who 
want to avoid the stress of timing, purchasing EarlyBird Check-In provides automatic 
check-in 36 hours prior, further improving boarding position chances 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. Remember to arrive at the airport early, allow time for baggage 
drop and security, and be at your gate on time to complete your boarding 
+1-𝟖𝟔𝟔-838_4934. 

 


